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Bessie Clayton Who Led in American Toe
Dancing for Years and Who Originated-
the Torturesome Toe Rock Has

J

Been forced to Retire Other Noted
ToeDancers Special Shoes for the

t Exponents of This Art Dancing on
Bare Toes

Considerable comment has been ctdtcd by Besalc Clay ¬

tons retirement from the stage The fact that tho Illness
which deprives us of the pleasure of witnessing this clover
artists work Is ascribed to the violence of her efforts as a
ton dancer has reopened the discussion as to the evils of
toe dancing In point rf fact a far more valuable lesson
was reid last spring In the death of Elsie Jones profes-
sionally

¬

known as Elseeta A year ago she found It neces-
sary

¬

to abandon her vaudeville carter owIng to the fact
that her dancing had thought on an attack of heart disease
which prevented her tom performing her customary spe-
cialty

¬
Desiring to continue leer staIN career she engaged

with the I law Erlanger forces as ono of the show girls
with the road company touring with Beauty and the
least Shortly after the opening of the company in Chi

oiiiCOT cago ahe was taken 111 and returned to her home In New-
ark Last spring she was afflicted with a swelling of the throat somewhat sim-

ilar
¬

to a goitre which physicians ascribed to the sack kick In which thn toe U
made to touch the base of the skull In an endeavor to reduce this local trouble
the swelling was scattered but tho dancers depleted system was unable to with-
stand

¬

thoshock-
The ease excited some small comment at the time but Miss Claytons illness

I i la a matter of more general interest since for many years Miss Clayton has led
r the toedanclng forces and has created most If not all of the new steps in this

c particular form of dancinG exercise
l It was she who set the fashion of the toe rock and not only as a cr-

4or
<

but also as a perfnner par excellence Miss Clayton retained the lead
longer than has any other performer engaged in this Hno of work Her Illness

p will Provo a serious setback to this style of dance and her retirement adding point-
to the lessons already given will possibly have a deterrent effect upon the ex-

tremist
¬

Ja
C

in too dancing
For several decades toe dancing was a part of the ballet school No dearer

was considered qualified unless she were able to traverse tho stage diagonally
without touching her heels to the floor When Mules Clayton first made her bid oho

middle of July offers nothing
In the theatrical world nil

preparation for the coming
treason now near at hand and even
the managers pf the roof gardens seem

a content with what they now have
without going In search of further San

1 nations Last Monday Dookstaders
Minstrels at Manhattan Beach and
Anaat Hammeratelns fleet were the
novelties but this Monday there Is notl
IDS of except the usual
changes of bill at the vaudeville housoS

The Prince of Pllaon closed up shop
it tho Broadway after a long and pros-
perous run which has been entirely

r to Commodore Savago and
Mr Lltt The retirement of the Prince

t for the summer leaves The Runa ¬

ways with Fay Templeton the only
f Indpor musical amusement enterprise on

Wizard of Oz which might be
called a Broadway attraction long ago
celebrated its two hundredth perform-
ance

¬

In this city and will surely run
all summer

The Earl ot Pawtuckct Is still at the
Manhattan Theatre doing nicely thank

f Dockstader and his men have
caught on heavily at Manhattan Beach
In sfaot it Is one of the most successful
engagements in the history of that cool
and altogether charming

undo It Is the Dutch the song
written for Mr Dockstader by Vincent
Bryan and Joseph Mullln Is one of the
gong hits of the post year Tomorrow
afternoon and evening they will give a
concert with Shannons Band-

S At the Crystal Gardens atop the Now
York Theatre business continues very
acre The DartinG of the Gallery
Gods and The Minstrel Misses con-
tinue

¬

to be the most attractive features
I At Agu still is a sen

eation Punch Judy 0w1lh its
r catchy tone written byMr Hammer

trfn called If I Were a Baby Again
U popular For next weeks as an added
Attraction Edward Gillette and his Dog

have been engaged These
Aoft ale wonderfully well trained and
as Mr Gillette has a complete mastery

Yer 4cn they
r teotory

tin Interesting event will occur at the
I laTrtraa IBotel when

s i Nga undtr thpvmam-

e
R11Ibo-

wn

1

f

f S a f1 4 to+ rl Seear

von for the Hebrew Infant Asylum of
New York The volunteers are numer-
ous

¬

and noted and the advance rule
shows that the attendance will be very
Urge

At Terrace Garden next week Balfos
The Bohemian Girl will be sung by

the company under Mr MWntcgrlffo
direction The usual Sunday night con ¬

cert will bo given
Germany by Night at the Lion Pal-

ace
¬

Garden is a permanent summer in-

stitution
¬

which attracts large audiences
The new Japanese comic opera
Otoyo continues to be tho chief

feature of Japan by Night upon the
Madison Square Garden roof Merlam
Bruce who has succeeded Herbert
Smock In the rolo of Arthur nobcrtt
lilts the part acceptably and will re-

main
¬

In this part during the remainder
of the engagement There will be a
Sunday night concert One of the chief
attractions ttlll be Margaret Hubbaid
Ayer In English and French songs
Another wily be Domenico Solcro who
was for years harpist to the Italian
royal family

Dues concerts and Venice In New
York In Madison Square proper ap-

pear
¬

to bo popular For the coming
week new Flemish and Russian music
Is promised Min Charlotte George
will be the soloist

The Floating Roof Garden offers an
attractive vaudevlllo

week-

In the vaudeville houseD good bllli are
offered At Keiths Dolsn and Lena rr
head the performers which include
many who are well known At Proc ¬

tors Fifth Avenue iul be presented
Louis ICorr Items drama Kindred
Souls

At the Twentythird street house a
onenet farce by Julius Chambers the
novelist called A Pair of Hosts will
have Its first stage presentation

The stock company at the Fiftyeighth
street house will revive the play Hum-
bug

¬

made famous by the late Roland
need

At the One Hundred and Twen nct11

street house William Gills pInt My
Sweetheart will be seen

At Tony Pastors will be seen many
good turns Including Gallagher Barrett
and Company in The Stock Brokers

There will as usuil be muoh doing
down Coney Island way Luna Park
with Itimiay >ttr etlonj > ltt Pt the

tsr j

I

ones
t
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developed toe dancing as a specialty and confined her attention
almost entirely to this and to what Is known as legmanla work
or contortion dancing

Tie toedanclns craze reached Its height about live years ago when thn toe

rock was developed Tho toe tock 1s easily the most dllMoult and most painful
dancing step ever Invented and by many was denominated the torture dance

Ordinarily the lower extremity suggests the letter L with an clonsrated
stem Tie first step in all dances except the negro buck Is to teach tho beginner-

to point properly Property trained a dancer should bo able to present a stralnht
tine from tho tip of the toe to tho knee the moment the foot Is raised from tin
floor In toe dancing not only must this paltlon he assumed hut tho dancer must
be capable of bearing on the point of the toe the entire weight of the body In-

to dock the complete rock Is ormed by bending the foot eo far back that it de ¬

scribes almost a halfcircle-
In order to derive tho flexibility which enables the performer to so contort the

feet long nnd arduous training is required In the United States especially chil-

dren

¬

are seldom trained to stage dancing until the muscles and ligaments ortg

lilly pliable are stiffened through want of exercise
To regain the flexibility the font must be twisted and turned until the fibres

we spread anti rendered plluble This li by bending the toot back
repeatedly with a combination of massage and gymnastics

This is to be approached only after a preliminary warmlnsup process To ex-

ercise

¬

the muscles cold would he to rupture tho minute blood vessels which
supply the foot Before the limbering up exercise is commenced the leg must be

briskly rubbed for halt an hour or more to establish perfect circulation and to
soften the tissues Turn the wrenching process Is commenced and sometimes
continued for an hour or moro Eveotually absolute fleilblllty Is obtained and
after the dancer has learned to maintain her balanco upon her toes tho instruc-

tion

¬

In tho various steps proceeds
Even then It Is not a matter o slight moment Indeed dancers seldom If

ever conclude their sufferings until their retirement from the stage
Special shoes nro employed In ballot and toe dancing and the best fire obtain-

able

¬

at only two shops There are dozens of ballet sttoe makers located In this
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show places of New York now while
the Boslock Animal Show always draws I
big crowds Then there is Morrisa
Volcano Henedrsons Music Hall and
tune Johnstown Flood At Manhattan
Beach Pains fireworks are having a-

very successful season
The Eden Musoe In Twentythird

tlrbgt offers many attractions as does
also Hubers Museum In Fourteenth
street The Atlantic Garden always does-
a large business

IS
FIRST GIRL IN 140 YEARS

One of the largest families li St Louts
IMothat of Arthur W DeckerIs Joy ¬

ously celebrating the birth of a baby
gIrl This the first time in 110 years that-
a girl has been born In the family The
grandfather J Becker hid five boys
and his father Jacob Becker had four
male heirs The father of Jacob Becker
had no sitters nail no daughters and
none of his sons had any daughters

IF
A MELON RAILROAD

Probably the first railroad ever built-
In the United States principally to haul
watermelons will be a branch line which
the Burlington Is getting ready to con
struct In Southern Mliaiurl this spring
This line will bo fifty mllei long and
will run through a district which Is dl-
atlntlelv the home of the watermelon
Enough melons arc said to bo produced
there to keep one railroad busy during
tho season hauling themdGAMBLING IN CEMETERY

British residents of Greece are much
wrought up over the action of the Gov-
ernment In accepting the offer of a for
ein capitalist to erect a gambling ca-

sao In the old British cemetery In

Corfu When the Ionian Islands were
ceded by England to Grace In 1854 It
was ipeclflcaly provided that the cem-

eteries
¬

would remain undisturbed The
new scheme Incudes a hvdropathlc In-

stitution
¬

con trf hall and cailno where
n full layout wlil be run after the
fashion of Monte Carlo

CRUEL
Ah me sighed the lovelorn Mr

Kalow I tossed and turned uPon my
bed lost night and I couldnt rleep a
wink

That sot replied the heartless maid
What tha matter Are you tMth

>pIL P llAdsjDhl P hUo eEi1r-
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THE CARD TRICK THAT CAUGHT
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

Mount a card manipulator who is
making a sensation In Europe and who
says he Is an Americanized Austrian is

the hero erf the following story printed
in the London Sporting and Dramatic
News-

In° the White House at Washington
he took a pack of cards and after being
blindfolded asked tho President to tako
any card Ije wanted He then passed
trite cards to Secretary Cortelyou then
to Secretary Loeb nnd then to Major
Loefller He wanted them not to let
him see the cards but to place tioni
back In the pack wherever they pleased
Then he asked Secretary Cortolyou to
take the cards and shuffle them as mush
as he wished Secretory Cortelyou com-

piled
¬

Tho cards were then thrown
upon tho floor and divided Into tree
packs Jfallnl knelt down and asked the
President for the loan of a penknife-

The President handed him his pocket-
Knife closed and Mount said Now if
ion please Mr President open 1L

The President did so and Jlallni
taking tho penknife scattered the cards
all over the floor He dug about with I

the knife fur n while and finally he i

put ono card on the end of It and
before turning It up said to the Presl
dent Mr President If you please
what was jour card l j

The President replied The ten of
dlarnohdi I

Mallnl turned the card nnd there III
I

was tho ten of diamonds It was then
that the President said A remarkable
young man and a remarkable perform ¬

ance
Ills Invitation to the White louse

cwme as an unusual compliment And i

the fact that the President was to
pleased and made the remark Just
quoted IH sufllclent evidence that the
young man made n deep und profound
Impression upon tho President I

NO NATIONAL HOLIDAY
There Is not Il single national boll ¬

dayThere
are legal holidays that vary

according to States but no national
holiday Impeded upon the entire Union
night here our legal holidays are

New Years DayTho drat day ot
January

Lincolns Birthday The 12th day of
July

l Wst4i gtoaa cirUxdayTae ai pr

t
+ lt esrsrySar

city but two of them haw the practical monopoly of the better class of work
their shoos nloro having been found to equal the Importer article

Uiiiolly they aro made ot iatn though sometimes Ud Is employed because-
of la moro lasting qualities Miss Clayton wns seldom able to wear a single pair
of shoos moro than two performance Lees energetic dancers can snake them
last n week nnd those of minor Impnrtance hive to get even greater wear out
of thorn through the use of homemade pitches

Thoro Is no solo to tho shoe In the accepted sense of the term a small piece
of leather which runs down tho tense of tliu shoe not Quite to the tip of the
too taking Its place Tho lower half Is much thicker than the part nearer the
heel this thickness1 running Just beyond the commencement of the Instep

The iiecillir diminution affords the dancer n certain amount of support for
the bill of the font nnd enables the formation of the arch which by ballet mas
tars Is considered the proper modo of holding tho foot This arch Is more nearly-
a quarter rlulc

Before preparing for the stage a certain amount of preparatory exercise 1s

required after which each toe Is wrapped In cotton before the stocking Is drawn-
on Moro cotton la stuffed Into the toe of tho shoo which Is made especially large-
to admit this padding but oxen with this precaution the torture Is exquisite-
The entire wiight of tho body Is forcing upon the toes and It It no uncommon
thins to see i dancer faint from tho pain ni she reaches the friendly refuge of
the wings Many pupil are unable to stand tho train and after raising the
preliminary stages are forced to abandon their projected careers-

A couple of years ajn It was fashionable for toe dancers to make an especial
appeal IhiouRh the difficulty rather than through the gracefulnesa of their work
Setting jslJe all qucstlcr of poetry the toe dance degenerated virtually Into a
contest of endurance rite ascent and descent of a flight of steps was later com-

plicated
¬

by placing chanpaffno bottles on the stairs and endeavoring to walk on
the tops of those When this pleasing feature lost its novelty there worn several
who sought to entertain the public by Jumping In and out of wooden puts leap-
ing hurdles and porformlrg other Interesting pleasantries of no particular artlsUa
value 1ortunatelv a change of sentiment In favor of what Is now known uf-
aho dancing the old buck dance with modern variations destroyed the vogue

of the toe dancer beforo alto grew too aspiring and attempted a tightrope ape
clalty upon her toes

Some few have com by the art naturally and have accomplished their feats
without eCMSie exertion The Ulseota referred to above after doing the cus-
tomary ton dances mud an especial point of finishing the act In her bare feet

Hho hud been a dancer from childhood and accomplished many remarkable
trick though not part of her gtage performance she was able to Jump from

February
Memorial DsTh 3Ui day of May

Independence Dnj The Fourth of
July

Labor Day The first Monday of Sep-

tember

¬

Election Da > First Tuesday after
first Monday In November

Than k F Ins flat designated by the
resident of tho Uiltcd States or Gov-
ernor

¬

usually the last Thursday In No
yimtit-

rCrutmuTiie att day of Petmh

it
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OUTDOOR PICNIC GAMES
Now that tho time has come for out-

Ings and excursions of all kinds there le-

the everlasting question at picnics of
What shall ure play at 1

Here are two or three rames that are
treat fun

HoliKobltn
This Is e good runabout game and

cipeclally suitable for a big garden or
wood

One of the players Is made hobgob
fin Then a rood place must bo chosen-
for home say under a big tree and this
li the only place whore the players
called tho sprites are safe

The hobgoblin must then go and hide
and after a minute or two the sprites
must start out to look for her

Tho hobgoblin of course lies con-

cealed
¬

until som sprite gets quite near
and then she darts out and catches
him As a punishment he Is then
turned to atone by the hobgoblin who
puts hm in some place n far away from
icme an possible where ho may not

rhovo an Inch but slays prisoner until
one of the aprltos rescues him

If the prisoner moves before he Is roe

cued ha Is out of tho game Should
the sprites let RO of the prisoners hand
before reachIng home and tho hob
goblin catches him again he Is turned-

to stone and once more becomes a pris-

oner
The hobgoblin may put the prisoner I

wherever silo likes 0 o that It becomes
vprv rtfflciilt to rescue him chlldr n
should take It In turn to lie the Hob

irnollii and tile Rime doei not end until
all the sprites are prisoners

T rn-
TMs

I

Is another splendid outdoor game
411 the players except two form a large

I

ring atnnfKflB to twos one bctilnd the
other Of the two who are left out one
m the pursuer and tho other tilt nut
sued Tho game li begun > > the pur ¬

sued running and standing In front of
nee of the coupUi In the ring Directly

lie does this the third player behind the
little group must rusi ort and try to

jet In front of another couple before
the iiursuvr catches him Whoever is

caught becomls the pursuer r he

while the one that caught him bccomcB
the pursued until bv standing In front
of a he Is safe and the third
one has to run-

roily of site mini
One player stands In the middle the

others Join hands and surround her
their aim being to prevent her from get

tint out of the ring
Polly then pose round the inside

< <

e soapbox cnto her naked toes and to keep up on these members for a ecasTdete
able time Oddly enough she possessed very slight muscular development of th
leg and even In her dancing tho muscles were not rigid

Miss Clayton also ts able to dispense with the support afforded by the ape
dally constructed ballet shoe but the has never made a stage feature of endur-
ance

¬

tests and this exhibition has been reserved for private display
Murlon Winchester now In England lays great stress upon the endurance

feature nnd appears to consider that the audience In as jnuch Interested as she ll
herself her ability to Jump up nnd down with great violence touching
mete than tho tips of her toes to the stage Mabelle Davis follows In tho Win

l

nhsiter tnerrlnts and has the additional credit of being the plumpest toe dances
In the badness She was recently In the Casino production of The Runaways
but since then has corns back to vaudeville She was the first to accomplish upon
her tons what Is known as the back bend This Is the familiar trick it which some
object is placed upon the stage and la picked up by the dancer with her teeth who
Leans backward for that purpose It Is an interesting display but scarcely worth
the trouble

Moxie King who Is also a European star Just now was the first to introduce
tho handicap feature In connection with stair work It washerpractlce to ascend-

a flight of eight or ten steps and carry down a small child dressed as Cupid
When the Our Society Interposed he employed a weighted paplermache figure

Miss lddle of Ascot and Eddie originated the trick of Jumping into and out
of tubs This required a rise of about twelve inches Jumping to tho tub out
again and landing upon tbe toes

La Polite Adelaide was the first one to Introduce the Cakewalk as a toe dan ¬

clog feature and made a special bid with this trick in the performance the
IJogers Brothers In Wall Street several years ago Adelaide Is celebrated u

having had piers sixteenth birthdays than any other dancer In the business Aa

nearly as can be arrived at she celebrated her sixteenth birthday nine years
running In explanation be It ald that sixteen Is the age limit of tha Oerrrj
Society r

Calhetlra Bartho a Russian dancer featured toe work during the last jesjj
site was hero She suffered agony with liar feet and was particularly prone to
lose her toe nails one ot the mot painful features of toe dancing She warm
exceptionally gracious and graceful woman and one of thebest of the old ball I i
school i

Not only Is toe dancing an actual torture at the time of performance tratitt
brings In It wake heart trouble and many diseases to the delicate organs of the
body But for that matter every form of dancing Is more or less dangeroua

Rvsn the etialght buck dancing Impairs the heart action while those buck des
ccrs who seek to gun applause by the length of their performanceare prone a0
develop consumption The leg anfa work has its bad effect upon both the heart

the and what Is known as USand lungs as well as on the other organs of body

nerve dance In whloh the performer Is supposed to strike the floor thru tlmoRtto-

each musical beat U equivalent to slow suicide t
Most of those who appeal to an audience pay snore or less of a price for >tlnkl

eftortH > amuse but In no other branch la the price greater than it isdn the
clng field and among dancers 4t la tha toeworkers who suffer most CHICO3-

Vdaa

of the circle touching two persons
clasped hands slngtag Hero Im sad
then passing on to another she lngs

Hero Im gay thIn to another Here
Im merry and then to the Inst And

here Ill get sway and makes a vioLent

rush to break through the ring which
the players must try to prevent Polly
goes on doing this until she breaks
through when one of the players who
let gq becomes pony

v
A WIFES ECONOMICS

Husband Are you aware my dear
that it take threefourths of my salary
to meet your dressmakers bills

Wife Ooodnsss gracious what do yoc
do with the test of your money San
Francisco Wasp

Amusements
Going to RROCTOeS TONIOttTRrl75

TObAY ISa doe

H7H 01 nunuou vudefu Theodore
I IImllte k Co

LJ1 Uli tank r AInliM Duo SSothtrTrG-

T1IR RJVAW HXinKNCB nEED
51 111111 ALLACB CTSK1NB Jt All Ml k-

tironm pia JTIM Contlnaui-
Tllh DAD CHASE EDNA ARCH

581 81 en rnvwpoRD itoBmr CUM
Ulvns Lira SsoTtnln Sled

1251651 ock PrerillIFnuckmor
me VIUhTln

UdIt

CIWISIAND0 6
Continuous Hodini-

Vaudstlia aid
Restaurant the Best

OAItOHV l r Contur t-

t
ATLANTIC Canalat I

tD1o CooJrlb Him lion t Win Yalta
Pus Mirmt 80 > it Kwi rti Orchestra

IS V Tbmrci C rt UtL830-
DAR

flLiCrllCosta At 9 III
1x0 OF TUB OLtCIlY GODS

Gardens yet Vorturi i Mlnitnl Mlur 10 PyL

EDEN CIXC lATULit1illM-
USE1f Mr AtirittH nf Cbinulac etude

JOHNSTOWN FLOOD I
CONISY it3LANn

FLOATING ROOF GARDEN
Str Grand Republic High Clue Vaudeville
IV ItPlb it 8P ti IUtl rr OU 5-

Bvery Evening Except Friday Pare SOc

rmm1J THE THOMPSON
a DUNDY SHOWS

CONEISe BEST

y J

Amusements
MANHATTAN BEACH TODAY

t SHANNONS SIH BAND
AT

4A I LEW DOCKSTADER BIS
AND

p MINSTREL COMPAnY
TO PAINS POMP r

NIO1 and mum FIREWORKS
SITMDAY AT it 4

GREAT roruiAR oavciaiT b-

LEW DOCKSTADER
aid his E TJOE OTOfPANT i

GOOD 11E3U11VEO SEAT FOR CO

MAJESTIC D x DJlIalUU S

26TH WEEK M thnminNY
A r-

JWIZAIfflOFOZHEfiW
>

with FRBD A STONB as tbe Scartcrew-

tDDnnnUnV THSATRE lit at S e jTodl r SII t Tan IItjLAST TWO 1EIIFOIt3LtiOLSt-
han W Sintt Prusata Its ullw tam hji

1STII WETKiTJl O T-
ItPRINCEoFPILSENI
11ADISOV SQUARE OAHDEN Era SSO

Coolest lace In the City
DTT hlhea rtiui-
TTHisot1

Slbrl
7ORCIIK3TniCimmU

VENICE In NEW YORKi
IiI > n T k nnM I nENt SOc I Knib Piaa I

Table SUI 1001 ADM used r

ROOF GARDENj
PARADISE A BCLASCO

A T t aiui Incloiut
AfiA arc 18 lug

eesastlonlt Yaadll4Aey
The nMeriai I Bstnraaaua8 P

CASIf O t o

JToair 215-
TonliMS 15

Uth It OMTPASTORS 31 art CogtlnaiMa-
M AND SO CESTX-

WATSOV IIVTCIIIVas t EOTVARIU
sad GRAND sliOW TOD <V

AIAir ROOFAdm50 c
Japan by Night c oml

Ja D
r
mere

a OTOVO-
d

3

DOSTONS laOIBS ORCHESTRA

TERRACE GARDEN h a x
M HT FRA DIAVOLOMANHAT-

TAN
then JTrj S W MiliWn t OtC

EARL OF PAWTUCKET
r

HUBEBS CnSINO tisane tadlsa s
OrthUB-
rcWAAftISNfntD

t

Jerome Ar A I J St jlIARn HUKE A OIDU
r

DC3T SHOW IN TOWNKEITH 11j soonwTFntCQ
S

t-

rirhyS >
jlt t flJj3 MyA

C1-
tiJjfI

y
°

>

11

i i


